ECOLE ROSS ROAD SCHOOL

PAC GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

February 1, 2012 – 7:30pm Library
PLEASE NOTE: These minutes are “Unapproved”

Here’s why: As we move with technology and the new pace of life, we are making changes to how and when information is shared with our parent population. Ross Road PAC now has fewer General Meetings per school year than we have had in the past, and we are communicating much more via internet and email. Moving forward, we will post minutes from General Meetings on our website BEFORE THEY HAVE BEEN APPROVED AND ACCEPTED at a general meeting. Therefore, these minutes are NOT the final version and some content may change during the next PAC General Meeting.

	Pac Exec In attendance:
	Jane Ince

Carolyn Sluis

Lene Burgmann

Lisa Birrell

Madeleine Tattersall
Bettina Harris

Gillian Gorton
	Jen Vandermye

Nancy Barton

Caroline Leonard

Naomi Palm

Janice Sardari
Judy Campardo

Julie Dunsterville

	Pac Exec Regrets: 


	Sherry Beryani


	Barbara Mulleder


	Administration:
	Anami Naths

Eileen Hood


	

	Additional PAC Members:
	Approximately 15 additional members of the PAC Community were in attendance.




Presentation about students with ADHD by Brieanna Ingram, founder and owner of “Outside the Box: ADHD Tutoring.” Brieanna reviewed ADHD and some of the characteristics of a child with ADHD. Her business focuses on the ‘strengths’ of the child. She tutors children from grades 2-9. For more information, visit her website www.outsidethebox-ADHD.com.
	
	Meeting called to order at 8:05 p.m.



	
	

	1.
	Approval of Minutes from September 28, 2011 General Meeting

· Bettina motioned, Nancy seconded, unanimously approved
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	Business Arising from the Minutes:

· 1) IT cheque writing campaign. Re-Vote needed to have cheque writing campaign because this item was not listed on the September 28, 2011 General Meeting Agenda. Vote took place. Unanimously approved after questions were answered.

· Questions arising from IT cheque writing campaign were answered by Jane:

· a) How did you come up with the count of 16 IPads and 10 Macs? Teachers were asked. We were given 20 laptops at start of year by school board but since we don’t have a full class set, the IT Committee would like to add 10 so that each student and a teacher has a laptop. IPads will be shared between 2 students; ‘learning to share and work together’ is a school board requirement.

· b) What about breakage of the IPads. IT committee has looked at other schools who use IPads and it has not been a concern. 

· C) What age groups will be using this new technology? All teachers will be on a schedule to use the technology; not a requirement for them though. All grades including kindergarten will get to use them.

· D) Did you look into getting any employer grants? Yes, we applied for one at Staples and one at Best Buy. We just learned that we didn’t get the Best Buy one but we’re hopeful for Staples still.

· E) What will be done with old computers that are being stored in room off gym? The old computers are from the computer lab that was shut down at the start of the year when we needed the room for a classroom. We need to keep the computers in case they can be used for students with IEP.

· F) What ‘money raising’ ideas did you come up with , along with cheque writing campaign? PAC does community building – we don’t do fundraising like selling chocolate almonds. The Christmas Craft Fair raised $8000 but that’s not enough to buy these computers. We don’t expect everyone to donate to this cheque writing campaign but we have to give it a try to see how much can be raised.

· G) Why do we have wi-fi at Ross Road when studies are showing it’s not safe for children? North Vancouver School Board adheres to safety regulations put forth by Health Canada.....to quote directly from the board:  
“The district has always adhered to the recommendations set forth by Health Canada on this matter. To summarize their viewpoint: Health Canada's position is that no precautionary measures are needed, since RF energy exposure levels from Wi-Fi are typically well below Canadian and international safety limits. (source: http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/hl-vs/iyh-vsv/prod/wifi-eng.php)”
· H) Have you researched buying the IPads and Macs through the US? We have to purchase them through our school board so we can’t buy through US.

· I) Can we donate to the cheque writing campaign by credit card? We researched whether we could use paypal but they would take 5%. However, we can issue tax receipts through the school board for those donations over $25.

· J) What happens if we raise more money than we need? We have a long list of teacher wishes.

· 2) Spring Carnival – we still need a coordinator to take this on. There have been some people willing to do specific areas of fair but we need someone (or two people) to coordinate the overall carnival. 

· 3) School Directory – thank you to Lisa Birrell and Lynda Faivre-Duboz for all their hard work on the directory. We have asked for a suggested donation of $5 per family – they are trickling in. Information on how much has been raised will be on our website soon.

· 4) Folding tables – we purchase folding tables in the fall, at a cost of $1097.00. They were very helpful for the Christmas Craft Fair and will be in future events.

· 5) Bike Rack – will be purchased before the spring. If anyone has knowledge on the best kind to buy, please let the PAC know.

· 6) Yoga Fundraiser – Justine Simmons has offered to do a yoga fundraiser again which will run 5 weeks and will start after Spring Break. 

· 7) Valet service – Nancy reported that things are going very smoothly. Always looking for volunteer adults to help out 20 mins / week for one 1 month. Please email “contact us” on website if you can help.
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	Principal’s Report 

· Environmental Club – Gillian and Layne have done a great job with the gardens. Small edible garden is in place. New Woodland Walk plans underway; Sat Feb 4th 10-1pm help out with clearing bushes. Bring coffee mug. Coffee donated by Delanys. We received grant from MEC for $1000 to buy seeds and post and rope fence for edible garden. Wooden playground deemed unsafe – will be torn down at Spring Break. Will salvage wood and use area for another garden.
·  “Celebration of Writing” is currently displayed in lobby (student’s writing). 

· “Jump rope for Heart” on Feb 14th will be a skipathon, coordinated by Joulia May. Children asked to raise money for Heart and Stroke – school goal is to raise $10,000. If every child raises $18.70, we’ll reach that goal. *(Question was asked how much of every $1 goes to research – Joulia reported back the next day that 72 cents on each dollar is spent on research and education)* 

· Sports – floor hockey and volleyball 

· Knitting/Crochet club – over 50 students came to first meeting (Fridays at lunch). Need parents, grandparents, aunts to help! See Annette Arndt or email PAC at “contact us” on our website.

· Choir – grades 2-7 going well.

· Brazil dancers performance – thank you to the PAC for putting this on for the children. It was very much enjoyed. We held an impromptu fire drill after the performance and asked the Fire Marshall to review. It was a success.

· Grade 7’s are currently in Quebec on their exchange. Group of English grade 7 parents are working on organizing outings for their children to do when the Quebec students are here in the spring so that they are not in school the whole week, when the French grade 7’s are not.

· Job Action – Eileen has not heard whether we will be getting detailed report cards as of yet. They are set to go out March 9th for 2nd term.

· Mike McGraw is our new Trustee and will be visiting the school.



	
	

	4.
	Treasurer’s Report

· Madeleine gave a brief Treasurer’s report: As of today, Feb 1, 2012, our total gaming and operating account is $44,000. Of that $11,000 is for our current fiscal year and $20,000 is accounted for next year. Spring Carnival 2011 brought in $6000, Xmas Craft Fair $8000, Adult Night $2000 and Food Days $3000, equaling $19,000. Expenses this year $22,000. *(Note: All numbers are appoximate). We purchased Quick Books this year. Exec PAC has just approved the move from Royal Bank to Vancity. We were spending $500/year in fees at Royal Bank. At Vancity, it will be only about $100/year.

	
	

	5.
	New Business:

· Spell-a-thon – will go ahead because it was felt that some people may wish to donate to only 1 area (spell-a-thon vs. cheque writing campaign). Funds will go into operating account. *** Note, on February 2nd, 2012, Lene and Janice spoke to Eileen who requested that we postpone the Spell-a-thon until later in Spring so that it doesn’t conflict with “Jump for Heart” on Feb 14th.***
· LICE 911 – Feb 15th 7pm. Workshop for parents to show exactly what we need to look for and how to deal with lice if our children get them. Primary students will be taking home hard copy of poster in week of Feb 5th.

· Grant application for music for $3000 will be submitted by Feb 29th by Julie. We hope to buy 8 new guitars ($850) and choir risers ($200).

· “Wealthy Schools Program” – Tovah Paglaro suggested we look at joining this “grocery service” for non-perishables. 20% off all purchases goes to the PAC. Teachers get 10% discount. Deliveries are biweekly to the school (18/year).  Tovah has offered to coordinate if we go ahead. Tovah Paglaro will make contact with other schools (e.g. Brooksbank) to see how the program is working. Where would the boxes be held?  Who would watch them? What if parents can only get here after school hours? Answers to be given back to PAC Exec who will consider it at next Exec meeting. Everyone in attendance was in favour.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	6.
	 Meeting was adjourned at 9:10  pm.


